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you will hesitate to accept.   If we know 01
Roderigo at all, he was never the man to
pleasures in a hole-and-corner fashion, nor
think him of a cloak for his amusement
but done so, scandalmongers would have
fasten upon in their work of playing have
reputation.    What is  far more  likely  is
Croce owed Cardinal Roderigo's protect!*
appointment   as   apostolic    secretary   to
complacency in  the matter   of his   wife'
with the splendid prelate.    However we
the figure cut in   this  story by  dclla   Ci
heroic.
Between the years 1474 and 1476, Van
Roderigo two sons, Cesare Borgia (after\
dinal of Valencia and Duke of Valentinou
tral figure of our story, and Giovanni Ben
wards Duke of Gandia),
Lucrezia Borgia, we know from docum<
dence before* us, was born on April 19, 14'
But there is a mystery about the precise
ages of Vannozza's two eldest sons, and w
at this time of day it has become impossibl
lish beyond reasonable doubt which wai
born; and this in spite of the documents dis
Gregorovius and his assertion that they
doubt and enable him definitely to assert
vanni was born in 1474 and Cesare in 147
Let us look at these documents. They
from ambassadors to their masters; probat
and the more credible since they happen tc
corroborate one another; still, not so utterly
lutely reliable as to suffice to remove the